President’s Message for February 2024

January saw our usual Crib tournament, Pool tournament and Sunday Jam session. All
were well attended, and I’'m told everyone enjoyed themselves.

We are thankful for a grant from 55 Plus BC Games zone 5 which helped, along with
our funds, to pay for the pool table upgrades. We still need to replace the ball pockets,
so we will be accepting donations for that. In 2024 the Games will be in Salmon Arm.
Check out the 55Plus website at https://55plusbcgames.org/salmonarm/.

The Jam session had 68 audience members, 14 performers (plus the band), and a good
group of dancers kept the floor busy.

In February we will be having our Valentine’s celebration as a tea, dance and jam
session at 1:00 on Feb 14™ Valentines Day, which happens to fall on our regular band
jam day this year. The Volunteer Band will play, jam will be open. Entry $3, lunch $5.

Our February General Meeting will be TUESDAY FEB 20™ AT 1:30. The move to
Tuesday because Monday, Feb 19" is now Reconciliation Day and we will be closed.

Our annual Snowbirds Luncheon will be on Saturday, Feb 24™ at 12:00 noon. Lunch is
free for our snowbirds, who will be leaving in March for their summer homes.

Gallery Hours

The new Art Show, being hung this week, features
OPEN HOURS in February:

original art works by 14 special needs artists from
the South Okanagan. It is their first ever Art Show. An Mondays: 11:45 - 3:00 except 19th
invitational reception for the artists, caregivers and Tuesdays: 9:30 - 12:45 except 13th
instructors will be held Feb 7* at 11:30. It will be Wernesdays: L2:0f - 3:00 s 7ih
open for public viewing only when the hall is not too Thuredays: 11:45 = 12:45

busy. See the “Gallery Hours” list to the right. Fridays: 10:45 -11:45
Saturdays: 9:30 - 12:00

Free Leap Day Trivia evening - Saturday, March

11™. Wine/beer ($5 ea) bar @ 6:00, the concession will be open for coffee, pop and
snacks. Bring a team of up to 4 or come alone and build a team here. Play starts
promptly at 6:30 pm. No admission cost!

Our next Crib tournament, with prizes sponsored by Rob Martel, son of Bea Martel, an
avid crib player, will be Sunday, March 16™". Pre-registration will open the first week
of March and will require pre-payment of the regular tournament fees, as has
become the practise for tournaments here in the South Okanagan-Similkameen.

I hope we are near the end of the “respiratory illness season” and I hope you haven’t
been hit hard by it. Unfortunately, I have been healing since I had an infection in mid-
December. I believe I'm finally on the mend, but I'm still at home. My heartfelt thanks
to all the volunteers who have helped to keep things running smoothly!

If you would like to join our volunteer crew, please let us know what you would like
to help with - we always have openings for reception, setup and take-down for
events, kitchen help and much more.

Julie Russell, President
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